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[(Aug 30 1770)]
Dear Sir
I think myself much obliged to you for the favourable mention, I doubt not, you
made of me to the Duke.1 I shall certainly wait him when I go to London, which I fancy
will be the next winter; but I am by no means -?- sanguine in my expectations from him,
or indeed from any other quarter. I have expended about 100£, but I if I live to finish the
work I am about, I hope it will be reimbursed to me.
I shall be a loser by the Repository this year; but I am encouraged to expect that
some friends of the design will advance something -?- towards defraying the expenses
attending it, till the sale shall repay me. If ever it do I shall return whatever shall be
advanced. At the years end I shall state the account to a few friends but I am advised not
to make it public lest our enemies should triumph. I have not the least doubt of its being
carried on with spirit, and that I shall be supplied with very valuable materials for a
considerable time to come. I have by me the quantity of half a volume. Mr Cappe2 has
perused the MS on the Intermediate state3 and joins the Archdeacon, in requesting that it
may be all printed, except a few pages, which he says are not much to the purpose.
By this time you will have seen my Letters to Mr Enfield.4 I do not know how
they are received by him; but as I have not heard from him, I am afraid he doth not take it
so well as I hoped he would have done.5 My piece will give more offence to a very
considerable part of those who are called Rational Dissenters6 than you can imagine. By
one means or another, I believe I have more enemies among the Dissenters than in the
church. I shall soon be obliged to count the Papists, and Quakers, in order to have any
friends at all,7 except a few philosophical people, who, with his Grace, know nothing of
my having meddled with Theology or Politics. I think to reprint the Address to Protestant
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Priestley first began to use the term ‘rational Dissenters’ in 1769, in Considerations on Differences of
Opinion among Christians (1769) and A View of the Principles and Conduct of the Protestant Dissenters,
with respect to the Civil and Ecclesiastical Constitution of England (1769). In the former work, Priestley
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Dissenters as such,8 with additions; and this with the piece on Discipline,9 will conclude
all that I think of doing in that way.
I shall soon read Beattie.10 Dr Leechman11 gave me a good account of it some
time ago.
It would [[give]] Mr Turner12 & me great pleasure to see you with us, but indeed
we cannot make another journey northwards, this summer. With compliments to Mrs
Lindsey I am Dear Sir,
yours affectionately
J Priestley
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